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Best Bibliographies • History 
RUSA History Section Bibliography and Indexes Committee 

Each year the History Section's 
Bibliography and Indexes 
Committee honors outstand­

ing English-language book-length 
bibliographies in the field of his­
tory that have been published in 
the two previous years. This year's 
list includes bibliographies selected 
by the 2002 and 2003 committees. 
We hope that you enjoy learning 
about these marvelous compila­
tions. 

All members of the library 
profession are invited to submit 
titles to the committee for consid­
eration. For 2004, the committee 
will review works published in 
2002 and 2003. Nominated titles 
can be from any period of history. 
The focus is on first editions, but a 
subsequent edition will be consid­
ered if there is substantial revision. 
Titles should be sent to the 2004 
project editor: Laura Dale Bischof, 
Librarian for Western European 
History and German and Dutch 
Linguistics and Literature, 170B 
Wilson Library University of Min­
nesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455; e-

mail: bisch004@tc.umn.edu. The 
next submission deadline is Octo­
ber 31, 2003. 

Balay, Robert. Early Periodical Indexes, 
Bibliographies, and Indexes to 
Literature Published in Periodicals 
Before 1900. Lanham, Md.: 
Scarecrow, 2000. 317p. $55 
(ISBN: 0-8108-3868-0). 
This annotated bibliography 

contains references to early period­
ical indexes and a myriad of other 
books and articles that provide 
access to the contents of periodicals 
before 1900. Most of the entries 
are for subject bibliographies con­
tained in monographs, periodical 
articles, dissertations, government 
publications, professional associa­
tion publications, and other fugi­
tive materials. The organizational 
scheme follows that of Baylay's 
Guide to Reference Books. Some of 
the sources included were, no 
doubt, profiled in earlier editions 
of this and other similar works. A 
few are still in the current edition, 
but the annotations in Early Period-

Contributing members (2003): Jeannette E. Pierce (Editor); Shelley A. Arlen; Laura Dale 
Bischof (Assistant Editor); Margaret Ann Reinert; Jennalyn W. Tellman; Paul E. Wartenberg. 
Contributing members (2002): Joel D. Kitchens; James P. Niessen; Edward Oetting; 
Jeannette E. Pierce; Margaret Ann Reinert; Charles G. Spetland; Joseph E. Straw; Agnes 
Haigh Widder. 
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ical Indexes are new and more 
detailed, from the author's recent 
examination. This bibliography 
will not be used every day, but 
librarians will call upon it to assist 
researchers with deep or out-of­
the-ordinary quests.-Agnes Haigh 
Widder; Michigan State University 
Libraries, East Lansing 

Braham, Randolph L. The Holocaust 
in Hungary: A Selected and An­
notated Bibliograph)ft 1984-2000. 
East European Monographs 
Series, 583. New York: Rosen­
thal Institute for Holocaust 
Studies, Graduate Center/City 
University of New York: 
Social Science Monographs. 
Distributed by Columbia 
Univ. Pr., 2001. 254p. $45 
(ISBN: 0-8803-3481-9). 
With the collapse of Commu­

nist governments across Eastern 
Europe since 1989 came a revival · 
of interest in and publishing about 
the Holocaust in the region. 
Braham, the Director of the 
Rosenthal Institute for Holocaust · 
Studies at the City University of 
New York, details the literature 
published between 1984 and 2000 
concerning the Holocaust and the 
history of Jews in Hungary and ; 
also includes pre-1984 material · 
omitted from two editions of his 
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earlier bibliography Hungarian Jew­
ish Catastrophe (1962 and 1984). 
The 1500 annotated entries are 
grouped under forty-two main sub­
ject headings, and there are name 
and geographical indexes. This spe­
cialized bibliography brings 
together hard-to-find material in 
several European languages and 
Hebrew; it belongs in libraries sup­
porting Holocaust researchers.­
Laura Dale Bischof, University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Carpenter, Kenneth E. The 
Dissemination of the Wealth of 
Nations in French and in France, 
1776-1843. New York: 
Bibliographical Society of 
America, 2002. 255p. $45 
(ISBN: 0-914930-17-6). 
Carpenter uses bibliographical 

analysis, print history, and cultural 
history to trace the transmission of 
Adam Smith's work The Wealth of 
Nations to French readers. By ana­
lyzing the dissemination of 
reprints of the English edition, 
translations, summaries, extracts, 
and reviews, he demonstrates how 
the work evolved from a marginal 
translation into an influential text 
during the revolutionary era and 
finally into that of a canonical text 
after 1800. Entries include a full 
bibliographic description, as well 
as quotations and excerpts from 
contemporary critiques, prefaces, 
and advertisements. Carpenter 
began work on this study while 
serving as curator of the Kress 
Collection of pre-1850 economic 
literature at the Baker Library, 
Harvard University. This highly 
specialized work belongs in 
research collections with an inter­
est in French economic history and 
the French Revolution.-]eannette 
E. Pierce, johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore 

Coletta, Paolo E. American Naval 
History: A Guide. 2d ed. Lan­
ham, Md.: Scarecrow, 2000. 
935p. $125 (ISBN: 0-8108-
3302-6). 
Navy veteran and historian 

Paolo E. Coletta has gathered into 
one tome 9,900 works recounting 
the long and storied history of the 
United States Navy. The first chap­
ter includes general bibliographic 
aids and reference sources; subse­
quent chapters are organized 
chronologically, beginning in colo­
nial times and ending with Bill 
Clinton's first term of office. Each 
chapter is divided (as applicable) 
into sections of books, documents, 
manuscripts, dissertations, periodi­
cal articles, oral histories, audio­
visual resources, and fiction and/or 
literature. Coletta limits his scope 
to the United States Navy, but 
includes classic works on the other 
branches of service, in addition to 
selected works about allies and 
enemies. Although annotations are 
sparse and limited to a single 
descriptive sentence, the book is 
well indexed both by author and 
subject.-]oel D. Kitchens, Texas 
A&M University, College Station 

Corfield, Justin J. A Bibliography of 
the Malayan Campaign and the 
Japanese Period in West Malay­
sia, Singapore, and Borneo, 1941-
1945. Studies in Asian History 
and Development Series, 1. 
Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen 
Pr., 2001. 384p. $109.45 (ISBN: 
0-7734-7352-1). 

Welch, Jeanie M. The Tokyo Trial: A 
Bibliographic Guide to English­
Language Sources. Westport, 
Conn.: Greenwood, 2002. 225p. 
$79.95 (ISBN: 0-313-31598-1). 
These two unique lists of 

research sources relate to the activ­
ities of the Japanese army in World 
War II. Corfield's bibliography 
covers the Malayan campaign and 
the subsequent military occupa­
tion of this area by the Japanese. 
The 4,262 annotated entries con­
tain representative published 
sources along with many unpub­
lished manuscripts, diaries, and 
other personal accounts, noting 
their institutional location through­
out Southeast Asia, Australia, and 
other parts of the United Kingdom. 
Examples of topics in the subject 
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index are women's accounts, mili­
tary affairs, Japanese accounts, 
civilian internees, intelligence mat­
ters, and United States references. 
The volume includes separate 
indexes for the United Kingdom 
and Japanese military units 
involved and indexes to the 
authors and other persons men­
tioned in the annotations. 

The Tokyo Trial bibliography, 
including references to war crime 
trials held in other parts of the 
Asia-Pacific region between 1945 
to 1956, annotates numerous 
English-language sources, such as 
official transcripts, treaties and 
laws, scholarly books and articles, 
memoirs and papers of the partici­
pants, dissertations and theses, and 
news magazine accounts. Intro­
ductory text to each chapter and 
subchapter provides additional 
useful information. There is also 
an index to major subjects, defen­
dants, judges, legal counsel, and 
other individuals who took part in 
these trials or who have published 
information about them. These 
two bibliographies are highly rec­
ommended for libraries supporting 
research by scholars and other 
individuals interested in World 
War II military history.-M. Ann 
Reiner( Mid-Continent Public Library, 
Independence, Kansas 

Crawford, John E. Millard Fillmore: 
A Bibliography. Bibliographies 
of the Presidents of the United 
States Series, 13. Westport, 
Conn.: Greenwood, 2002. 
328p. $79. (ISBN: 0-313-
28171-8). 

Moser, Harold D. John Tyler: A 
Bibliography. Bibliographies of 
the Presidents of the United 
States Series, 10. Westport, 
Conn.: Greenwood, 2001. 
293p. $89 (ISBN: 0-313-28168-
8). 
These two excellent annotated 

resources are the latest entries in 
the Bibliographies of the Presidents 
of the United States series. Both 
books do an admirable job of 
rounding up nearly every document 
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written by or about these two 
presidents, including published 
and unpublished materials and 
also primary and secondary 
sources. Early chapters are 
arranged by type of source ranging 
from manuscripts to writings and 
speeches to biographical publica­
tions and more. Later chapters list 
materials by theme, such as child­
hood, stage of political careers, and 
writings by or about other histori­
cal figures of that era who inter­
acted with either president. The 
books include comprehensive 
author and subject indexes that 
easily point readers to the materi­
als they seek. These resources ful­
fill a lot of historical research 
needs, especially regarding key 
moments of nineteenth-century 
American history. Both titles are 
highly recommended for any 
research or academic library.-Paul 
Wartenberg, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 

Daehn, William E. Ancient Greek 
Numismatics: A Guide to Reading 
and Research: A Bibliography of 
Works Written in English with 
Summaries of Their Contents. 
Cold Spring, Minn.: Davis­
sons, 2001. 401p. $75 (ISBN: 0-
9627694-2-8). 
Daehn's fascinating bibliogra­

phy of archaic classical Hellenistic 
Greek numismatics, plus Celtic, 
Parthian Indo-Greek, and early 
Judean coinage, updates Elvira 
Clain-Stefanelli's 1985 Numismatic 
Bibliography. Organized first into 
lists of general reference and spe­
cial aspects of this coinage, the 
sources are then arranged into 
thirty-five lists of ancient and 
modern geographic areas. The 
very detailed annotations of spe­
cialty books, scholarly papers from 
academic journals, popular books, 
and articles from hobby periodi­
cals reveal how early historic 
ancient coinage reflects the art and 
general society of this era. Indexes 
to authors and collections, a cross­
index to cities, districts, kingdoms, 
and tribes, and a concordance to 

the Clain-Stefanelli bibliography 
provide numerous ways to access 
the 4094 citations. Scholars and 
hobbyists will find this bibliogra­
phy invaluable when researching 
this very specialized subject.-M. 
Ann Reinert; Mid-Continent Public 
Library, Independence, Kansas 

DeVries, Kelly. A Cumulative Bib­
liography of Medieval Military 
History and Technology. History 
of Warfare Series, vol. 8. 
Leiden: Brill; 2002. 1109p. 
$210 (ISBN: 90-04-12227-3). 
A massive compilation of 

roughly twelve thousand second­
ary sources, DeVries' work makes 
use of conventional medieval geo­
graphical boundaries (Europe, 
Byzantium, and the Middle East), 
but extends the chronology to 
encompass references to Late 
Antiquity (in particular the third­
and fourth-century Roman 
Empire) and the period up to 1648 
( especially important for the study 
of the Ottoman Turks). Citations 
are arranged in useful categories: 
geographical, by war, and the­
matic, including such notable sec­
tions as those on peace 
movements, Vikings, women, and 
popular rebellion. This monumen­
tal undertaking lacks annotations, 
but the categories as well as the 
titles of the sources generally make 
up for this. The author is a profes­
sor of history at Loyola University 
in Maryland. Includes an author 
index. Important for all research 
collections and smaller libraries 
with a clientele interested in mili­
tary history.-Shelley Arlen, Univer­
sity of Florida Libraries, Gainesville 

Gassert, Philipp, and Daniel S. 
Mattern. The Hitler Library: A 
Bibliography. Bibliographies 
and Indexes in World History 
Series, 52. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood, 2001. 567p. $100 
(ISBN: 0-313-31495-0). 
The introduction examines 

Hitler's relationship with his books 
and the history of related collec­
tions. Most of the volume is an 

annotated list of 1,162 items in the 
Library of Congress that may, on 
the basis of a dedication or Hitler's 
ex libris, have been his books. 
Smaller sections list the books in 
the Library of Congress of other 
Nazi leaders and books of Hitler in 
other libraries. There are 1,669 
numbered entries, an inventory of 
the destroyed Reich Chancellery 
collection, and a subject/author 
index. The transcribed dedications 
and indexing provide a fascinating 
window on the social history of 
the Third Reich, and many of the 
works in the Library of Congress 
remain unprocessed.-]ames P. 
Niessen, Rutgers University; New 
Brunswick 

Irwin, Raymond. Books on Early 
American History and Culture, 
1986-1990: An Annotated Bib­
liography. Bibliographies and 
Indexes in American History 
Series, 47. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood, 2001. 311p. $85 
(ISBN: 0-313-31430-6). 

Irwin, Raymond D. Books on Early 
American History and Culture, 
1991-1995: An Annotated Bib­
liography. Bibliographies and 
Indexes in American History 
Series, 44. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood, 2000. 301p. $85 
(ISBN: 0-313-31312-1). 
These companion volumes list 

nearly three thousand books relat­
ing to the early American history 
of North America and the 
Caribbean from 1492 to 1815, 
selected from reviews in sixty-four 
general and historical journals. 
Succinct annotations highlight the 
focus of these monographs, refer­
ence works, exhibition catalogs, 
and essay collections, along with 
citations to each review. Irwin has 
arranged each volume into thirty­
two thematic topics, enhancing 
their usefulness. Topic examples 
are ethnicity, urban life, visual arts 
and material culture, and rural life 
and agriculture. An author and 
subject index has been compiled 
for both volumes, and the 1991-
1995 volume contains a very help-
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ful title index. These bibliog­
raphies are highly recommended 
to researchers and teachers of his­
tory utilizing secondary school, 
public, and college libraries.-M. 
Ann Reinert, Mid-Continent Public 
Library, Independence, Kansas 

Nisbet, Ada B. British Comment on 
the United States: A Chrono­
logical Bibliography, 1832-1899. 
Ed. by Elliot J. Kanter. Univer­
sity of California Publications. 
Catalogs and Bibliographies, 
15. Berkeley: Univ. of Calif. 
Pr., 2001. 516p. $85 (ISBN: 0-
520-09811-0). 
Nisbet compiled most of the 

work between 1940 and 1969, and 
Kanter prepared it for publication 
after her death in 1994. Books and 
pamphlets, but not articles, pub­
lished in English by subjects of the 
British Empire from 1832 to 1899 
have entries if they refer com­
pletely or in part to the territory 
that would constitute the contigu­
ous United States. Citations in­
clude at least one library in the 
United States or the United 
Kingdom holding the item, and if 
the work provoked published reac­
tions, citations for these as well. 
The 3,211 entries are arranged by 
year, followed by indexes with all 
authors and all mentioned titles of 
the authors, though not of sub­
jects. High standards of accuracy 
and completeness are observed, 
and the impact of major authors 
such as Dickens and R. L. Steven­
son is documented with references 
to related reviews and articles.­
James P. Niessen, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick 

Noe, Randolph. The ShawneeJndians: 
An Annotated Bibliography. 
Native American Bibliography 
Series, 26. Lanham, Md.: 
Scarecrow, 2001. 721p. $105 
(ISBN: 0-8108-3894-X). 
This bibliography contains 

more than 2750 annotated entries 
for published English-language lit­
erature concerning the history, lin­
guistics, and anthropology of the 

Shawnee Indians from their first 
contact with Europeans to the 
present. The author's background 
as a lawyer and legal writer brings 
special value to this bibliography. 
In the last eight chapters he brings 
together citations to official docu­
ments, such as court cases, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
reports, treaties, statutes, and exec­
utive orders. These entries are 
arranged chronologically and are 
so richly annotated that they could 
serve as an overview to the history 
of Shawnee/government relations. 
Includes name and subject indexes. 
This comprehensive work is an 
excellent guide to the primary and 
secondary sources detailing the 
history of this tribe and belongs in 
any library serving researchers of 
Native American and Midwestern 
history.-Laura Dale Bischo{t Uni­
versity of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Porter, Andrew N., ed. Bibliography 
of Imperial, Colonial, and Com­
monwealth History Since 1600. 
Royal Historical Society Bib­
liography Series. The History 
of Britain, Ireland, and the 
British Overseas. Oxford, 
England: Oxford Univ. Pr., 
2002. 1060p. $125 (ISBN: 0-
199-24991-1). 
This bibliography of more 

than twenty-three thousand items 
covers material published since 
1945 on the British colonies and 
Commonwealth, focusing on impe­
rial aspects. Previous bibliogra­
phies include The Historiography of 
the British Empire-Commonwealth: 
Trends, Interpretations, and Resources, 
edited by Robin Winks (1966) and 
The Royal Historical Society Bib­
liography on CD-ROM (1998) cov­
ering materials published between 
1901 and 1992. The carefully struc­
tured arrangement is thematic, 
subarranged geographically. Indexes 
to the authors, to places and peo­
ple, and to personal names are at 
the end. This scholarly work pro­
vides rich access and will reward 
the researcher, but the lack of key­
word or subject index could frus-
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trate those who prefer that mode 
of searching.-]ennalyn Tellman, 
University of Arizona Library, Tucson 

Rasor, Eugene L. The Titanic: 
Historiography and Annotated 
Bibliography. Bibliographies 
and Indexes in World History 
Series, 53. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood, 2001. 238p. $76 
(ISBN: 0-313-31215-X). 
The RMS Titanic has been a 

topic of near universal interest 
since the tragedy in the North 
Atlantic in 1912. This historio­
graphical-bibliographic survey 
brings together a comprehensive 
and descriptive listing of primary, 
secondary, and artistic sources 
from popular to scholarly, mythi­
cal and anecdotal, to technical and 
legal. Part I lists general reference 
sources, archival and special collec­
tions, and useful sites on the 
Internet as well as chronologies, 
sources of biographical informa­
tion and personal accounts, news 
coverage, and the RMS Titanic in 
fiction and the arts. Part II provides 
descriptive lists of sources, catego­
rized by art genre or format. Part 
III is the annotated bibliography. 
The three parts are effectively 
woven together through complete 
cross-referencing and separate 
author and subject indexes.­
Char/es G. Spetland, University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Stoner, K. Lynn, and Luis Hipolito 
Serrano Perez, eds. Cuban and 
Cuban-American Women: An 
Annotated Bibliography. Wil­
mington, Del.: Scholarly Re­
sources, 2000. 189p. $95 
(ISBN: 0-8420-2643-6). 
This unique bibliography, 

compiled under difficult condi­
tions (poor transportation, unan­
nounced blackouts in Cuba), 
describes some 1,600 primary and 
secondary materials related to the 
experiences of Cuban women on 
the island and in exile, from 1868 
to the present, with a major focus 
on the twentieth century. Items are 
listed chronologically and are 
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authoritatively annotated. The 
subject index is quite detailed. For 
rare items, the location in Cuba 
and elsewhere is indicated. The 
preface serves as a guide to the 
major repositories for Cuban and 
Cuban-American Studies and 
describes their holdings. Invalu­
able in calling attention to little­
known sources and collections, the 
work covers a wide range of 
women's activities, from political 
activism in both the pre- and post­
revolutionary periods to health 
care to literature and popular cul­
ture. Appropriate for academic 
libraries and public libraries sup­
porting Latin American or 
Women's Studies or serving a 
Cuban-American/Latin-American 
clientele.-Shelley Arlen, University 
of Florida Libraries, Gainesville 

Strickland, Arvarh E., and Robert E. 
Weems, eds. The African Ameri­
can Experience: An Historiog­
raphical and Bibliographical 
Guide. Westport, Conn.: Green­
wood, 2001. 447p. $95 (ISBN: 
0-313-29838-6). 

Higginbotham, Evelyn B., Leon F. 
litwack, and Darlene Clark 
Hine, eds. The Harvard Guide to 
African-American History. Cam­
bridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. 
Pr., 2001. 923p. $125 (ISBN: 0-
67 4-00276-8). 
The African American Experience 

aims to serve as a guide to key 
books and articles, rather than to 
provide a comprehensive listing of 
the literature. The topics covered 
are migration and urbanization, 
work, family, women, education, 
literature, music, intellectual and 
political thought, politics, the 

press, the military, athletics, busi­
ness, sexuality and race, con­
sumerism, the Civil Rights 
Movement, and religion. Each his­
toriographical essay averages fif­
teen to thirty pages and is 
followed by a complete bibliogra­
phy of texts referenced. An author, 
title, subject index is provided, 
along with background informa­
tion about the editors and authors, 
all of whom have published in the 
field. The essays will be useful for 
anyone interested in reading a suc­
cinct introduction to important 
topics in African American history. 

Among the many notable con­
tributors to The Harvard Guide to 
African-American History are Eric 
Foner, Darline Clark Hine, and 
Gary B. Nash. This extensive bibli­
ography is arranged in three major 
parts. The first part offers biblio­
graphic essays on historical 
research aids such as reference 
works, Internet sources, manu­
script collections, primary source 
materials, government documents, 
oral history, art, music, photogra­
phy, film, and television. The sec­
ond part categorizes works by 
topic within broad chronological 
groupings. Examples of topical 
breakdowns include race relations, 
family, religion, education, and 
health. The third part consists of 
three bibliographies: women; geo­
graphical areas (regions, states, 
local); and autobiographical and 
biographical works. The volume 
concludes with a descriptive list of 
contributors followed by an author 
index. The companion CD-ROM 
offers PDF files of some of the con­
tent, but does not offer any addi­
tional searching functionality. 

libraries serving patrons with an 
interest in African American his­
tory will want to own both of 
these bibliographies.-]eannette E. 
Pierce, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore 

Thomas, Veronica G., Kisha Braith­
waite, and Paula Mitchell. 
African American Women: An 
Annotated Bibliography. Bibliog­
raphies and Indexes in Afro­
American and African Studies 
Series, 42. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood, 2001. 219p. $74 
(ISBN: 0-313-31263-X). 
This resource offers compre­

hensive coverage of its topic. It 
covers almost every subject related 
to African American women, rang­
ing from education to relationships 
to health to social and historical 
and economic conditions. The bib­
liography covers books and jour­
nal/magazine materials published 
from the 1970s to the present. 
Thomas uses a general subject cat­
egory listing of titles, with each 
title entry placed in order by 
author's name. Each entry pro­
vides a full citation and a para­
graph-length description. The 
resource provides both an author 
index and subject index for ease of 
locating entries. While this 
resource is not exclusively focused 
on history, it does include signifi­
cant historical coverage. It success­
fully introduces a specialized 
subject through its ease-of-use for­
mat and large scope of research. 
Overall, it is a very excellent bibli­
ography. Highly recommended for 
all research and academic 
libraries.-Paul Wartenberg, Univer­
sity of Florida, Gainesville • 
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