Beference
Books of ID¢’¢

A list of last year’s reference books compiled for LJ
by the Outstanding Reference Books Committee,
Reference and Adult Services Division,

American Library Association

ddited by Dyun'Wishand

THE FOLLOWING COMPILATION of notable ref-
erence books, for use primarily in small and medium-
sized public or college libraries, is the result of many
months of activity by the Outstanding Reference
Books Committee of the Reference and Adult Services
Division. In selecting each title for inclusion in this an-
nual list, the committee looks for *‘a book designed by
its arrangement and treatment to be considered for
definite items of information rather than to be read
consecutively.”

Reference books designed exclusively for chil-
dren, pamphlets, books mainly local in scope, bibliog-
raphies and criticisms of individual authors or their
works, and foreign language publications are not con-
sidered by the committee. Revisions of standard
works, new volumes of incomplete sets, and annuals
(unless the first publication appeared during the year)
are also excluded. Because of these criteria and the
fact that the committee is selecting works appropriate
for the small- or medium-sized public or college library,
many excellent publications are not included. In addi-
tion, any one title may not be appropriate for all four
types of libraries. Careful evaluation of each book
should be made before considering it a suitable pur-
chase for any library.

Undoubtedly, some worthy titles have been over-
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looked in the selection of this list. 1t is to be hoped that
the committee can identify these books during the next
vear and include them in a subsequent list, Ten 1976
imprints are represented in this year's list.

The following members of the Qutstanding Refer-
ence Books Committee prepared this list: Robert
Gaines, Documents/Microforms Librarian, University
of North Carolina at Greensboro; Adele Jones, Adult
Age Level Specialist. Prince George's County Memo-
rial Library., Oxon Hill, Maryland; Margaret Keefe,
Librarian, Oak Park Public Library, Ilinois; Joan
Meador, Head, Reference Department. Tulsa City-
County Library. Oklahoma: Teresa Payne. Librarian,
Denver Public Library, Colorado: Jane Thesing., Ref-
erence Librarian. University of South Carolina. Co-
lumbia:  Fred VanAntwerp. Reference Librarian,
Pennsylvania State University. University Park: Carol
White. Librarian, Monroe High School, Albany, Geor-
gia: and serving as Chairperson. Lynn Wishart, Infor-
mation Services Librarian, Washington University,
St. Louis, Missouri. Committee members wish Lo ac-
knowledge the participation of Deborah Masters, Ref-
erence Librarian, Pennsylvania State University, dur-
ing the Midwinter Meeting and the assistance received
from fellow librarians throughout the year.

The books included in this list will be on display in

From left to right: Robert Gaines, Joan Meador, Carel White, Lynn
Wishart, Jan Thesing, Teresa Payne, Margarel Keefe, Adele Jones

the Reference and Adult Services Division hooth dur-
ing the Annual Conference of the American Library
Association in Chicago. June 25-29. After the conler-
cnce. the baoks arc available for loan to any imterested
group for exhibits at regional, state. or local meetings.
Yayment of transporiation charges is the only fee for
this service. For additional information concerning the
exhibit or reprints of this article, write to the Execu-
tive Sccretary, Reference and Adult Services Divi-
sion, American Library Association, 50 East Huron
St., Chicago. 1. 60611,

GENERAL

BOOKS in Series in the United States, 1966-
1975: Original, Reprinted, In-print, and
Chut-of-print Boaks, Published or Distrib-
wted inothe VLS. in Popular, Scholarly,
and Professional Series. 2486p. Bowker.
§52.50

Bibliographical data, current availability,

and price information are given Tor 86.500

hooks in series issued i the ULS. from 1966

to 1975, Under cach series entry. books are

arranged by number or. if unnumbered, al-
phabetically by title. Entries include LC and

ISBN numbers as well as price or out-of-

print designation. Scrics coverage is com-

plete, with only children’s books. text-
hooks, and government publications ex-

cluded. Author, title. and subject indexes o

the entries give multifaceted access. This

hasic and authoritative new tool will be up-
dated regularly to add to its uscfulness.

COLOMBO, John Robert. Colombo's Ca-
nadian References. 876p. Oxford Univer-
sity Pr. 1976, $17.50

This shart-entry encyclopedia provides a
treasury of information about Canada and
Canadiana. The over 6000 entries include
listings for people. places, abbreviations, lit-
erary terms, political cvents, and several
other types of information fsuch as a list of
the 100 Lugest companies in Canada and an
explanation of the postal code). Both histor-
ical and current references are included, and
abundant cross references add to the acces-
sibility of the information.

EPONYMS Dictionaries Index: a Reference
Guide to Persons, both Real and Imaygi-
nary, and the Terms Derived from Their
Names. T30p. Gale. $45

This complete and unique work indexes

sonrees of mformation about eponyms. per-

sons for whom phenomena are named. For
example, under Morse code. reference is
made to Samuel Morse and to works con-
taining information about the code. The en-
try for Morse sives hinpraphical citations as

well as a list of the eponyms dertved trom
his name. Abundant cross relerences con-
nect the eponym and name entries. Subject
coverage is wide-ranging. with especially
full treatment of the sciences. T his book will
be very uscful as a new hographical source
and as the definitive source for eponyms.

KISTER. Kenneth F. Dictionary Buving
Guide: a Constimer Guide (o General
English-Language Wordhooks in Print.
3skp. Bowker. $15.95

In-print gencral dictioparies are classified by
type and are evaluated on purpose and
scope., authorily, vocabulary treatment. en-
cyclopedic features. graphics. and physical
format. Some 225 specialized wordbooks
(such as etymological. usage. slang. and
style T‘I]Elﬂl!:ll'w)?,‘I,I'C also covered, and all re-
views include ¢ititions to other sources of
critical opinion. Appendixes list recently
discontinued dictionaries, dictionary biblio-
graphic sources. and U.S. publishers. This
up-to-date tool is long-needed and should be
of much use.

LASS, Abraham Harold, Dictionary of Pro-
nunciation. 334p. Quadrangle/New York
Times. 1976, $12.50

The author lists  B00D0  frequently  mis-
pronounced words, along with the pro-
nunciations recommended by four leading
college dictionaries. Next 1o each pro-
nunciation is indicated how many of the dic-
tionaries record that pronunciations, as well
as the author's personal recommendation.
The easy-to-use pronunciation key is repro-
duced on every other page of the text, Care-
ful introductory explanations, the clear Tor-
mat, and the larger number of acceptable
pronunciations than wsually found in works
of this type make this an especially unique
and authoritative tool.

LITTLEFIELD, David W. The Ivlamic
Near Last and North Africa: an Anno-
tared Guide to Books in English for Non-
specialists. 375p. Libraries  Unlimited.
$19.50

Mare than 1600 titles are annotated in this

hibliography. Coverage is broad., with see-
tions on general political and soctal history,
cducation, biography, cconbmics, I'Ciigiml.
Linguage. and literatire. as well as separate
sections for cach country. Material s well
arranged, with author, title. and subject in-
dexes. The detatled and entical annotations
arc especially valuable. Suitable andiences
for cach work are mdicated, and special lists
appropriate for various types of library col-
lections are included.

NATIONAL Dictionary of Addresses and

Telephone Numbers. 619p. Bantam. §9.95
Taking the place of many subject directo-
ries. this first edition contins over 50,000
useful addresses and telephone numbers in
the Umited States, The classification section
contarns nine subsections: business & fi-
nance: government, politics, & diplomacy:
education. foundations, religions denomina-
tions:  hospitals: associations & unions:
transportation & hotels: communication &
medra: culture & recreation: and business
services. The alphabetical section is a com-
posite in one alphabet of the entries in the
first section. To make the hook as current as
possible. over 23.000 citations were verified
again within ane month prior to publication.
A section on data sources lists the criteria
and sources of information used in the com-
pilation of the book.

PARINOW. Elvine. 7he Guotable Woman,

1800-1975. 539p. Corwin Bks. $20
There is adearth of quotations by women in
the standard quotations  dictionaries. To
remedy this imbalance, the compiler pre-
sents aver ROO0 quatations from sources such
as songs, plays, specches, and interviews by
over 1300 women. The criteria for inclusion
in the book are reputation. remarkability.
quotability, and availability. Although the
author has tried (o he representative of all
professions and nationahities, British and
Amencan women predominate. The ar-
rangement is chronological by contributors’
dates of hirth, There are two indexes: an al-
phabetically arranged author index and a
sihiect indey



PATTERSON, Murgaret C.
search Cuede, 385p. Gade. 1976, $18.50
Patterson’s critically  annotated “how-to”
guide to published Enghsh-language literary
resources has proven to be exceptionally
uselul for everyone attempting literary re-
scarch. The introduction details a procedure
for analy zing o research problem and is fol-
lowed by 17 main divisions ol source muteri-
al. A special reference section describes
more than 300 reference books in such sub-
Jeets relating to literature, as art, education,
folklore, und religion. Convenient organiza-
tion, lucid iannotations, broud scope. and ae-
curate information pive the reader what he

needs to know.

Literary Re-

RELIGION & MYTHOLOGY
BOWDLN, Henry Warner.
American Religious  Biography.
Greenwood. $30
Bowden provides the reader with 425 biog-
raphies of deceased persons drawn from
three centuries of American religious life.
Entries are wide-ranging—from  Cardinal
Cushing to Malcolm X, Religious leaders,
philosophers, reformers, and charlatans are
included: ordained clergymen predominate,
but there is coverage of lay persons, wom-
en, and minorities. Each entry includes es-
sential biographical information; birth and

Dictionary of
572p.

death dates. cducanion, career positions,
summary of life work, and a two-part bio-
hibliography.

BRIGGS, Kathurine, An Encvelopedia of

Fuairics: Hobgobling, Browanies, Bogies,
and Other Supernatural Creatures, 481p.
“antheon, 1976, $12.95

Briges has compiled o handbook 1o the wide
variely ol supernatural beings in folklore
and lieritonre of the British Isles over the
past ten centuries. Included are entries tor
types ol folk creatures, terms used to de-
scribe them and  their powers, authors
whose works depend heavily on folk leg-
ends. lterary characters modeled afier folk
beliefs. and specific literary works with su-
pernatural themes. Entries expluin origin,
development, attributes, and literary uses of
folk characters. Pen drawings and black-
and-white plates add to the descriptions.
Euch entry 1s followed by coded classifica-
tions for story types and motifs. Cross refer-
ences and a lengthy bibhiography enhance
the book's usetulness.

STUTLEY. Margaret. Harper's Dictionary
of Hindwism.: I Mythology, Folklore,
Plulosophy, Literatire and History. 372p.
H'n'pu 530

Over 20 years of research went into the pro-
ducmm ol this scholarly and concise ency-
clopedia on Hinduism. The emphasis is on
classical Hindusm from the beginnings to
the 15th Century. There are 2500 entries,
which dueseribe rites, practices, concepls,
myths, places, literary texts, and more. This
volume casily repliaces other similar works:
it promises to become the major dictionary
on Hinduism.

PHILOSOPHY & PSYCHOLOGY

GREAT  Treasury  of Western Thoughi:
Statentents on Man and His Institations
by the Great Thinkers in Western History.
1771p. Bowker. $29.95

Yassages from the writings of over 200 of the

Western  world™s  greatest writers are

grouped into 20 chapters on subjects ranging

from politics to ethics and from war to
peace. The selections, which all contain ci-
tations to their sources, may be only a few
brief lines or over a page in length. Because
the passages are wrranged chronologically
within @ subject, it is possible to truce the
writings on a topic, such as heaven and hell,
through Western thought. Complete access

to the volume is provided by extensive
thor and subject indexes.

atl-

INTERNATIONAL Encyclopedia of Psy-
chiatry, Psychology, Psyvehoanalvsis, and
Newrology. 12 vols. Van Nostrand Rein-
hold, $675

Authoritative survey articles on topics fun-

damental o the enormous field described by

the title are provided in this c:nlmn!l) read-

able and impressive encyclopedia, The 2000

articles included are informative for the lay

persen and synoptic for the specialist. Each
article is accompanied by a brief hlh]mp,m-

phy, although few list works later than 19747

Fhe Tast volume provided name and subject
indexes.
SOCIAL SCIENCES
HERMAN, Valentine. Parliaments of the
World: « Reference Compendinnm, 985p.
De Gruyter. 1976. $70
Bused on responses to a questionnaire from
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, this hand-
book contains 70 tables analyzing legislative
bodies of 56 countries as they existed on
September 1, 1974, To  facilitate com-
parisons, cach table is preceded by o text as-
sessment of the data and stitdes present-
ed. Tables are grouped into units covering
composition. organization and operation.,
lepistative functions. powers vver finance,
and control over the executive, Listed al-
phabetically in cach table, the countries rep-

Top to bottom: Harper's Dictionary of
Hinduism by Margaret & James Stutley;
The Rand McNally Atlas of the Oceans

resented include the U.S., United Kingdom.
U.S.S.R.. most European nations, Canada,
Jupun, and Israel. Notable for their absence
are Mexico and China. Tables are supple-
mented by a detailed index and a selected
bibliography by country.

THE JOHUNSON Years: Political Profiles.
Tdlp. Facts on File. 1976, $45: set $79.90
THE KENNEDY Years: Political Profiles.
621p. Facts on File. 1976, $45; se1 $79.90
The first two titles in a proposed six-volume
sel, these two biographical dictionaries cov-
er respectively 568 and 502 personalities
who played important roles in the years of
cach presidential administration.  Consid-
erable overlapping of personnel from one
administration to the next results in dupli-
cation ol names: however. the bulk of the
information in each entry is limited o activi-
ties during the years encompissed by cach
title. Entries average one page in length, ull
are signed, and most give references for tur-
ther information. For persons w h(\\(, careers
have spanned several administrations, cross
references are made (o LUTIL\DUH‘JIHE_ en-
trics in companion volumes. Euch volume
contains both & general index and a carcer

index.

LABOR Unions. 520p. Greenwood  Pr.
$27.50
Contained in this handbook are historical

sketches of more than 200 national unions
and labor federations selected for then sig-
niticance, longevity, and public impact as
part of the American labor movement. The
work 15 o handy companion 1o Fink's Bio-
vraphical Dictionary of American Labor
Leaders (Greenwood, 1974), The alphabeti-
cally arranged entries are several pages in
length, Some are signed, and all include sug-
gestions for further rescarch. OF particular
reference value ure the five appendixes: o
list of all nutional unions chartered by AFL,.
ClO and AFL-CHO; a chronology of Ameri-
can labor: gencalogies of the unions; a list of
executive leadership for selected unions;
and o chart of membership in selected
unions in 12 stages from 1897 to 1975, Miss-
g is a list of acronyms. A glossary and a
detaled index fucilitate use.

1977 Dow Jones-Irwin Business Almanace.
661p. Dow Jones-Irwin, §15; $9.95 pap.
This first of what is proposed (o be an annual
compendium of business information will be
a quick reference volume for business ques-
tions. As an introduction. it gives a chronol-
ogy of events of the previous year along
with surveys of trends in such business
arcas as regulatory and legal affairs, ac-
counting standurds, and liborielations, The
data section following gives in tabular and
chart torm frequently requested information
such as: key business ratios, lists of the larg-
est corporations and banks, gross national

product, and other economic indicators

UNESCO. World Guide to Higher FEduca-
tron; a Comparative Survey of Svstems,
Degrees and Qualifications. 302p. Bow-
ker/Unipub, 1976, $18

Produced by Unesco and the International

Association of Universities as part of a con-

tinuing study ol the comparability of higher

education, this handbook describes higher
education systems in 135 countries. Ar-
ranged alphabetically by country. the en-
tries include o general deseription and spe-
cific explanations of access to higher educa-
tion, stages  of degree  progriams,  and
methods of granting degrees and diplomas.

A chart in cach entry shows the average du-

ration of study needed to complete cach de-

gree. A glossary for cach country provides

Fnglish Tanguage explanations of loreign

terms lor degrees, diplomas, licenses, and

examination procedures. The Tuck of an in-
dex makes reference aceess to these terms

diflicult. For rescarch, the work makes a
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finc complement to Althach’s Compararive
Hicher Pducation Abroad: Bibliography
and Analvsis (Pracger, 1976).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

AREN. Jocl B Color Enexelopedia of Gem-

stones. 147p. Van Nostrand Reinhold. 35
Ihe anthor has presented every known spe-
cies and variety of gemstone in an alphabeti-
cal arrangement according to mineral spe-
cies. The chemical formula, crystal struc-
ture, luster. hardness. density, cleavage.
optics, spectral data. lnminescence. and size
is given for cach ol the 220 mineral specics
covered, Plates illustrate 18RS species. A
complete cross reference of familiar gem
names is included.

BULL. John 1. The Auduhon Socicty Field
Curidde to Novth American Birds: Fastern
Region. 775p. Knopf. $7.95

UDVARDY . Miklos D F. The Auduhon So-
cierv Field Guide 1o North American
Bivds: Western Refion. 855p. Knopf
17.95

Shightly taller and narrower than normal
ficld guides._these two companion volumes
represent a new concepl in field guide for-
mat. The birder. beginning or experienced,
first identifies o bird hy color or shape and
then is referred to the “Habitat Key' which
gives information on its general hahits, The
sections are cross-indexed. and there is o
general index to common and scientific
names. Color photographs partray birds as
they would be seen with the naked eye or
with hinoculars, The set is an excellent addi-
tion to any library’s collection.

CAMBRIDGE Enevelopedia of Astronamy.
495p. Crown. §35
In this valume, written as a complete puide
lo modern astronomy for the amateur and
professional alike. topics are gathered to-
gether into cohesive themes so as 1o present
an accurate. understandahle guide to the
new universe. FFor this reason, the index hay
heen exceptionally well done. Fourteen
pages of sky maps by the Smithsonian As-
trophysical Ohservatory, an outline of phys-
ics. and a history of astronomy are included.

LONG. James W, The Fssential Guide to
Prescription Drugs: What You Need To
Kuow for Safe Drug Use. 751p. Harper.
$25: pup. $R.95

Long has prepared o useful guide (o pre-
seription drugs for the lay person. Each pro-
file of over 200 genceric drugs includes the
following: the vear of introduction. brand
names, avalahle dosages. how the drug
works, cautions as (o possible side effects.
adverse reactions, and additional informa-
tion of value to the consumer. Other sce-
tions include a cross-index from brand to ge-
neric name. o general introduction on safe
drug use, lists of drug families, and a glossa-
ry.

RAND MoNafly Atlas of the Qceans. 208p
Riand McNally. $29.95

Clearly written and well indexed. this atlas
consists of 208 Targe-format pages heavily il-
lustrated with diagrams and photographs.
Chapters include information on the birth
and evolution of the oceans: the progression
from carly ocenn voyages to modern ocean-
ography: the form and function of life in the
oceans: and the worldwide distribution of
ol gas, fish. and minerals, as well as 60
pages of undersea and occan maps and 130
line drawings of marine creatures. World
fishery tables are also included.

SPORTS & HOBBIES

APPEL., Marun. Buaseball's Bese: the Hall
of Fame Gallery., 420p. MceGraw. $24.95
Spanning almost o century of the history of
America’s National Pastime, this biographi-

Field Guide
to Morth American
Birds

Gallery

Marile Appeland Bort Oaldbiant

W(Q{Lj 'lJ The Hallof Famo

V'I'op to hottom: The Audubon Society

I'ield Guide to North American  Birds
Western Region (KnopD: The Cambrnidge
Encyclopaedia of Astronomy, ¢d. by Simon
Mitton (Crown); Raseball's Best by
Martin - Appel  and  Burt  Goldblatt
(McGraw): The Folk Music Sourcebook
by Larry Sandberg & Dick Weissman
(Knnopf)

cal dictionary includes sketches of every
player. manager. and official inducted into
the National Baseball Hall of Fame through
1977 1t is particalarly helpful in m:wnlmp
mformation on Jesser known  inductecs.,
black plavers. and those who played during
the 19th Centory Both W(Lm:l.n\ nimes
from the pitst and today s superstars come
to life in picture and text in this attractive
and authoritative volume.

ROSNER. Bernard. fnside the World of
Miniatures and Dollhowses: a Compre-
hrumr Cinide to Collecting and Creating.

240p. McKay. 1976, $17.95: pap. $7.95

With contagious cnthusiasm. the authors
provide a guided tour through the world of
miniatures. This profusely illustrined hook
starts by tracing the hohby fram its earliest
becinnings and continues throngh cxamples
of dollhouses and miniatures that are avail-
able todav. Included are illustrations of the
work of outstanding contemporary cralls-
men: plans for making  dollhouses:  dis-
cussions of publications, clubs, shows, and
muscum exhibits: and mstrictions on how
to start your own business ino miniatures.,
he final chapter provides an invaluahle list
of where to purchase miniatures. doll-
houses, and supplies.

ARTS

AMERICAN Music hefore 1865 in Print aned
on Records: a Biblio-Discography, 113p.
Brooklyn  Collepe. City University of
New York, 1976, &5

OF the thousands of special publications pro-
duced inhonor of the Bicentennial year. this
will probally prove to be one of the more
enduring and helplul. A classified and anno-
tated bibliography and discography of pre-
1865 American musie which was in print and
availuble for purchise in 1976 this work will
he invaluable to teachers, students, and li-
bravins. 1S divided mto four main see-
tens: musie in performance editions, music
in Tacsimile reprints, music 1 books, and
music on records, Also included is an index
of composers. compilers, and titles,

BROWN. Les. The New York Times Eney-
clopedia of Television. 492p. Times Bks.
£17.95 '

Television has had o dramatic impact on
American life. In examining this ever chang-
ing medivm. the author, u veteran observer,
covers the history of television, the promi-
nent personalities, the programs., the signifi-
cant comnrt cases. and the unigue Linguage.
He makes no claim of completeness, but
rather includes the material most significant
in reference value. The articles, which are
popularly written, are arranged alphabeti-
cally and vary in length from brief identifica-
tions to long explanations.

DUNNING, John. Tune in Yeseerdav: the
Ultimrate Encyvelopedia of OLd-Tine Ra-
div, 1925-1976. 703p. Prentice-Hall, 1976,
17.95

What soap company sponsored Ao Perkins?

Who plaved Matt Dillon on adio? And

when did Ower Miss Brooks debut” The an-

swers to these and thousands of other ques-
tions can be found in this fascinating history

ol Amencan radio from 1925 to 1976, En-

tries. which range from a few sentences to

several pages i length, are arranged alpha-
hetically by program title and include in nar-
rative form the casts. sponsors, network af-

Aliations, dates, writers, and similar back-

ground information.

THE JLLUSTRATED

Reck, 256p
pap. %7 us

A visual as well as an informational delight,

this compendium ol over 650 entrics traces

Fnevelopedia  of
Harmonv: Crown, $17.95;



rersonalities and groups in the kaleidoscop-
ic world of Rock. Arranged alphabencally
by artist's surname or group’s full utle, en-
tries mclude biographical, historical, and ca-
reer information. and discogruphies. An in-
dex helps the unmitiated find a starting
point, and cross references make it possible
to follow an mdividual™s career or a proup’s
metamorphosis until mid-1976. Owver 350
color tlustrations and 90 black-and-white
prints addd to the excitement and desirability
ol this work.

KOEGLER, ‘Horst, The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Baller, 583p. Oxtord Uni-
versity Pr. 512,50

The whole ballet scene, past and present, 1s

covered by this comprehensive dictionary.

Over 5000 entries deseribe ballets, dancers,

choreographers. composers. theaters, schools

and companies, and technical terms. Some
material on modern, bullroom, and ethnic
dunce is also included, so the reader will
find an entry Tor Astaire as well as for

Nureyvev, Citations to books and periodicals

appear at the end ol some articles.,

LITERATURLE

CONITEMPORARY Native American Liter-
atire: a Selected and Partially Annotated
Bibliography. 262p. Scarecrow. $11

The editor has compiled o listing of some

2000 Hterary works by Natve Amcericans

which have been published between 1960

and mid-1976. Major scections include poets

and poetry , fiction, present day realities, hu-
mor and satire, spritual hertage, and au-
togiographies and  biographies. The term

Native American as used here includes the

Eskimos, some Camadian tribes, and the

Yaguis of northern Mexico, as well s

American Indians. A ttle and hirst-hine index

to the poems and an author index add to the

value of the hibliography.

CUDDON, Johu A, A Dictionary of Lirer-

ary Terms, 745p. Doubleday. $17.95
o provide asersiceable and Faily com-
prehensive dictionary of those Hiterary terms
which are in regular use o the world
today.”” the author presents over 2000 deli-
nitions of technical terms, genres, personal-
ities, and movements Alphabetcally ar-
ranged, the definitions vary in length from
briel definitions to essays ol several pages,
and they are often turther explained by well
chosen excerpts from literature. Many cross
references and suggested sourees for further
study add value to this useful companion 1o
the standard literary dictionaries

HISTORY & TRAVEL

ATLAS of Classical Archaeology. 256p.
MeGraw, $22.50

Covering primarily the Greco-Roman world
of 1000 B.C. through 500 A.D., this attruc-
tive and scholarly guide provides lengthy
narrative description, small diagrams and
maps. and, quite often. excellent photo-
gruphs of the many archacological  sites
treated. Access tools include an index, a
term glossary, and chronological tables to
help with time perspective. The socio-politi-
cal and cultural context of each site is well
discussed in the accompunying narrative.
Arrangement is by historically related geo-
graphical zones, with an introductory essay
helping to set the stage for description of the
individual sites.

THE READER'S Encvclopedia of the Amer-
toan Wesr, 1306p, Crowell, $24.95
As the hirst encyclopedia devoted to the
broad sweep ol the American frontier or
“Western™ experience, this splendid pub-
lication is o must for most reference collec-
tons. Every avpect of frontier Iife and cul-
ture 1s covered, including people, places,
events, and ideas. Both highly specific en-
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Top to bottom: The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Ballet; The Keader's En-
cyclopedia of the American West, ed. by
Howard R. Lamar (Crowell); A Dictionary
of the Old West by Peter Watts (Knopf);
Atlas of Classical Archaeology by M. L
Finley (McGraw)

| tries and broad “overview' articles are 10
be found among the more than 2400 signed
[ entries written by approximately 200 ex-
perts in the field. Ample cross relerences
and bibliographic information accompany
most entries, and the volume is well illus-
truted with photos, portraits, engravings,
and maps.

ROAD Book of Furope. 464p. Norton.
$18.75 s
All necessary preparations for motoring
across Lurope are fareseen in this extremely
knowledgeable guide, including advice on
packing the car, informuation on passports
and accommodations, potential cuuses of
automotive breakdowns, tours to tuke and
festivals 1o attend. and pgeneral information
about driving in each country. The heart of
the valume is the road atlas section, with il
small, easily used, overlapping maps, the
high quality, multicolored products of Kum-
merly & Frey. Full-color illustrations
abound, und an excellent index-gazelteer
provides a 47.000-entry access gude to the

work.,

ROTTENBERG, Dun. Finding Ouwr Fu-
thers: A Guidebook to Jewish Genealogy.
401p. Random. $12.95

With reference works on ethnic genealogy

becoming more popular, this excellent re-

search tool should be in heavy demand. Ttis
both a history of Judaict and an extensive
and multitaceted bibliography of Jewish his-
tory and gencalogy. Especially valuable is
the lengthy section, A Source Guide to

Jewish Family Genealogies,” with itslist of

Jewish family nimes. This volume 15 2 must

lfor all genealogy collections.

SMITH, Clitford Neal. American Genealog-
ical Resowrces in German Archives: a
Handbook. 336p. Bowker. $35

The compunion volume. Encyclopedia of
CGerman-American Genealogical Research,
Is on last yvear's reference books list. Al
though the archives of many of the local
town halls or “rathauser™ could not be dealt
with, and the materials in the German Dem-
ocratic Republic were ofl hmits, the records
of nearly 300 separate archival collections in
Germany e adequately covered, Thiee in-
dexing approaches are provided: personal
name, geographic, and subject. The two-
volume set must now be considered the de-
finitive reference work on German-Ameri-
cuan genealogy.

WAKELYN, Jon L. Biographical Diction-
wury of the Confederacy. 60lp. Green-
wood. $29.95

Although the heart of s work is to bhe
found 1n the roughly 650 biographical en-
Iries, most of which exceed 200 words, the
author has also provided an outstandingly
useful, five-pait appendix section covering
the carcer, educational, religious, and polin-
cal affilintions of the men (and a few waomen)
dealt with, us well as their geographical mo-
bility before and after the war. A three-page
chronology of the events of the Civil War
period is cluded. und the 14-page bibliog-
raphy is keyed to the bibhographic sources
given at the end of each entry.

WATTS, Peter Christopher. A Dictionary of
the Old West, 1850-1900. 399p. Knopf
$12.95

The old West had its own language, which

reflected the diverse ethnc backgrounds of

farmers, cowboys, punfighters, and miners.

To preserve the unigqueness of that language

as well as 1o wid the contemporary readers of

Western lore, Watts  defines over 2000

words and phrases commonly used in the

West [rom 1850 1o 1900, Most of the defini-

| tions are briet and usually ¢ite one of the al-

maost 200 authonties consulted by the author
in his rescarch for the book. Proonunciation
i1s not usually indicated.
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